
  

 

WORLD MIGRATION REPORT DATA SNAPSHOT 

Long-term trend in international migration  

As the saying goes “a picture can be worth a thousand words”, so these 
data snapshots have been provided to help explain changes in migration 
through innovative data analysis. The “thousand words” can be found in 

the report itself—clicks on the link below. 
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This data snapshot shows the growth in the number of international migrants globally over the last 
five decades. The estimated total has more than tripled, increasing from 84 million in 1970 to 
around 281 million in 2020. As a proportion of the global population, however, the number of inter-
national migrants has increased only slightly, from 2.3 per cent to 3.6 per cent. 

It is estimated that COVID-19 may have reduced the growth in the international migrant population 
by around two million. In other words, had there not been COVID-19, the number of international 
migrants in 2020 would have likely been around 283 million. 

Read more about this data output on long-term migration trends in Chapter 2 (Global Overview) of 
the World Migration Report 2024. The full report can be accessed here. The interactive data visuali-
zation platform is here. 

This WORLD MIGRATION REPORT DATA SNAPSHOT has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2024
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/migration-research

