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REPORT 2022
As the saying goes “a picture can be worth a thousand words”, so these
data snapshots have been provided to help explain changes in migration
S e through innovative data analysis. The “thousand words” can be found in
the report itself—clicks on the link below.

Figure 1. Migrants to, within and from Africa, 1990-2020
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Source: UN DESA, 2021.

MNote:  “Migrants to Africa” refers to migrants residing in the region (i.e. Africa) who were born in one of the other
regions (eg. Europe or Asia). "Migrants within Africa” refers to migrants born in the region (ie Africa) and
residing outside their country of birth, but still within the African region. “Migrants from Africa” refers to
people born in Africa who were residing outside the region (eg. in Europe or MNorthern America).

This Data Snapshot shows how migration trends covering the last three decades look remarkably
different across regions. Using Africa, Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean as examples,
we can see massive variations in regional dynamics.

In Africa, we can clearly see that while there has been an increase in the number of Africans mov-
ing to other regions (reaching 19.5 million in 2020), most African international migrants remain
within the region (21 million). Since 2000, intra-regional migration has sharply increased in Africa.
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Figure 15. Migrants to, within and from Europe, 1990-2020

Unlike Africa, where the number of

Migrants to Europe Migrants within Europe Migrants from Europe

migrants from outside the continent is
small, there has been a significant in-
crease in the number of non-
Europeans living in Europe. More than
40 million non-Europeans lived in Eu-
rope in 2020, rising from around 20

million in 1990. Europe also has a large

Migrant Stock (millions)

number of intra-regional migrants (44

million), while the number of Europe-
ans living outside of Europe has plat-

eaued over the last three decades.
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Figure 22. Migrants to, within and from Latin America and the Caribbean, 1990-2020
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The data output for the Latin America and

the Caribbean region looks completely 30
different again, with the figure clearly
showing that migration out the region to
Northern America is the most defining fea- 0+
ture of regional migration during the last
30 years.
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Read more about these data outputs on
long-term regional migration trends in

Chapter 3 (regional trends) of the World

Migration Report 2022. The full report can
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be accessed here. The interactive data vis-
Morthern America

ualization platform is here.
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This WORLD MIGRATION REPORT DATA SNAPSHOT has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).
Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM. The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of
any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.
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https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2022
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/migration-research

